
Reading 

Reception Communication and Language 

• Engage in story times. 

• Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding. 

• Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact repetition and some in their own 

words. 

• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound. 

• Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

• Engage in non-fiction books. 

• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary 

Literacy 

 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  

• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter– sound correspondences.  

• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them. 

• Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme 

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, 

a few exception words. 

• Re-read these books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment. 

 


